
 
Always Remember to… 
Recycle or properly dispose of 
household products that contain 
chemicals, such as pesticides, 

paint, solvents, and used motor oil 
and other auto fluids. 
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FFFooorrr   mmmooorrreee   iinnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiiooonnn::   
Many communities within Minnesota are 
required to have a Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Program – to gather more 

information about what your community is 
doing, please with check your local city, 

county or watershed! 
 

Much of the information presented in this brochure 
was obtained from the EPA publication website.  
Please check the EPA website to learn more 

about stormwater runoff and what you can do to 
keep it clean. 

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/
 

For more information on the Minnesota Stormwater 
Program check out the Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency’s website at: 
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/stormwater/index

.html
 

To learn more about the Mn/DOT Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Program check out our 

website at: 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/environment/ms4.html

 
Also try the Clean Water Minnesota website for 

more information: 
http://www.cleanwatermn.org/

 
CCCooonnntttaaaccctt   iiinnnffooorrrmmmaaatttiiooonnn::t f i :   

 
Mn/DOT State MS4 Coordinator 
Office of Environmental Services 

395 John Ireland Boulevard. 
Saint Paul, MN 55155 

651-366-3601 
 

Mn/DOT Metro District MS4 Coordinator 
(Metro District Boundaries are the counties of Anoka, Carver, 
Chisago, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott and Washington) 

Water Resource Engineering Department 
Water’s Edge Building 

1500 West County Road B2 
Roseville, MN 55113 

651-234-7500 

 
How can I keep 

Minnesota’s 
waters clean? 
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Stormwater Pollution 

Prevention Information 
 
 

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/stormwater/index.html
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/stormwater/index.html


Stormwater runoff occurs when rain or snowmelt flows over 
land, pavement, rooftops and other surfaces and is prevented 
from naturally soaking into the ground. 

 
 

WWWhhhaaattt   cccaaannn   III   dddooo   wwwhhhiilleee   ooonnn   ttthhheee   rrroooaaaddd???il    
 
 Don’t Litter 

Trash and debris collect in storm drains and 
can eventually end up in nearby lakes and 
rivers.  Litter can also plug up storm drains 
which can cause flooding. 

 
 
 
 Don’t Dump 

Don’t dump materials (household wastes, 
camper/RV sewage waste, auto fluids, etc.) 
onto the road side or into rest area ditches, 
storm drains or storm pipes. 

 
 

 
 Cover Exposed Materials 

Take the time to cover exposed materials 
(mulch, rock, soil, sand, wood and other 
items) when hauling them on the road.  Not 
only will this protect the people behind you, it 
will reduce the amount being spilled on the 
road. 

 
 
 
 Pick Up Your Pet’s Waste 

Clean up after your pet at rest areas!  Leaving 
pet waste on the ground increases public 
health risks by allowing harmful bacteria and 
nutrients to wash into storm drains and 
eventually into local bodies of water.   
 

WWWhhhaaattt   cccaaannn   III   dddooo   aaattt   hhhooommmeee???
   

 Lawn and Garden Care 
Your lawn and garden can be a significant 
source of nutrients, chemicals and sediment 
which can cause water pollution.  To avoid 
this: 
• Don’t over water your lawn. Consider 

using a soaker hose instead of a sprinkler. 
• Use pesticides and fertilizers when needed 

and sparingly. 
• Don’t leave lawn clippings in the street or 

sweep them into storm drains. 
• Cover piles of dirt or mulch. 
  

 Swimming Pools & Hot Tubs 
Chlorinated water is harmful to the 
environment – so draining your pool or hot 
tub water into a storm drain or your lawn is 
not a good idea!  
• Dechlorinate pool water before draining 

onto your yard.  
• Contact your city for more information. 
 

 Auto Care 
Washing your car and degreasing auto parts 
at home can send detergents and other 
contaminants through the storm sewer 
system. 
• Repair leaks and dispose of used auto 

fluids and batteries at designated drop-off 
or recycling locations. 

• Use a commercial car wash that treats or 
recycles its wastewater, or wash your car 
on your lawn so the water infiltrates into 
the ground. 

 

WWWhhhyyy   ssshhhooouuullddd l   III   cccaaarrreee???   
  

 IInn  22000066,,  tthheerree  wweerree  228844  
rriivveerrss//ssttrreeaammss  aanndd  11001133  
llaakkeess  iinn  MMiinnnneessoottaa  tthhaatt  
wweerree  ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  aass  
iimmppaaiirreedd  ffoorr  oonnee  oorr  mmoorree  
ppoolllluuttaannttss 

  
  

  MMnn//DDOOTT  ssppeennddss  $$55..44  
mmiilllliioonn  aanndd  hhaass  33220000  
AAddoopptt--AA--HHiigghhwwaayy  
vvoolluunntteeeerrss  ttoo  ppiicckk  uupp  
rrooaaddssiiddee  lliitttteerr  eeaacchh  yyeeaarr!!    
LLeett’’ss  aallll  ddoo  oouurr  ppaarrtt  ttoo  
rreedduuccee  lliitttteerr..  

  
  

  AApppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  2266,,000000  
ttoonnss  ooff  lliitttteerr  iiss  ppiicckkeedd  uupp  
eeaacchh  yyeeaarr  bbyy  AAddoopptt--AA--
HHiigghhwwaayy  vvoolluunntteeeerrss..    
TThhaatt  iiss  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  
881122,,000000  bbaaggss  ooff  ttrraasshh!!  

  
  

  45% of roadside litter 
occurs unintentionally 
when trash blows out of 
uncovered trucks or falls 
off of unsecured loads.  

 
 


